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SOCIAL LANGUAGE!

SOCIAL 
INTERACTION !

RESTRICTED , 
REPETITIVE, 
STEREOTYPED 
INTERESTS,  
ACTIVITIES AND 
BEHAVIORS!

ASPERGER 

SYNDROME!

 The core of the Asperger Syndrome diagnosis is the children’s 
inability to relate to themselves, others, and situations in the 

ordinary way.!

What  

are the social 

overt 

behaviors? 
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WHAT WORKS DIFFERENTLY 

IN STUDENTS WITH AN 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 

THAT CAUSES THESE 

CHALLENGES?!

Theory of mind is the ability to predict relationships between 
external states of affairs and internal states of minds. 

“Mentalizing is a verb to describe an automatic and deeply 

unconscious activity. It is what we do when we attribute mental 
states to others to predict their behavior.” 

The intuitive ability to understand that other people have minds 

different to them is missing in autism. 
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! Social thinking can be taught!!

" Strategies for supporting social 
thinking and social skills!

What  

are the social 

overt behaviors? 

•!Difficulty 

deciphering non-

verbal cues 

•!Difficulty 

understanding 

social rules 

•!Difficulty taking 

the perspective of  

others 

•!Difficulty with 

social interactions 

What is the 

underlying 

characteristic 

that causes 

them? 

THEORY 

OF MIND 

DEFICITS 
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WHAT WORKS DIFFERENTLY 

IN STUDENTS WITH AN 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 

THAT CAUSES THESE 

CHALLENGES?!

WHAT WORKS DIFFERENTLY 

IN STUDENTS WITH AN 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 

THAT CAUSES THESE 

CHALLENGES?!
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The box was as heavy as lead. 

What  

are the overt 

behaviors? 
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What  

are the overt 

behaviors? 

•!Difficulty 

identifying the 

main point 

•!Difficulty finding 

the big picture 

•!Difficulty in 

categorizing 

•!Difficulty in 

generalizing 

What is the 

underlying 

characteristic 

that causes 

them? 

WEAK  

CENTRAL 

COHERENCE 


